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BY ALEXIS CONDON

Every fall, a new class of se-
niors struggle not only to 
complete their college ap-

plications, but also to distin-
guish themselves from their 
peers on their scholarship ap-
plications. In particular, the 
recently established Martha’s 
Vineyard Youth (MVYouth) 
scholarship is widely sought. 

Founded in 2014 with the 
goal of supporting Island 
youth, MVYouth maximizes 
its financial impact by solic-
iting donors to contribute to 
a common mission. Lindsey 
Scott, executive director of 
MVYouth, said, “Our hope 
is to unleash the potential of 
our young people by remov-
ing financial barriers and in-
spiring educational growth.” 

MVYouth offers two pro-
grams: expansion grants 
and scholarships. Expansion 
grants are open to organiza-
tions looking to accomplish 
transformational projects re-
volving around the youth. 

College and workforce de-
velopment scholarships, first 
piloted in 2017, aim to finan-
cially support graduates of 
career technical education. It 
would enable those interested 
in beginning careers in local 
industries to complete neces-
sary training or certification 
programs. Mrs. Scott said, 
“We are hopeful that sup-
porting MVRHS graduates 
with the workforce develop-
ment scholarships will help 
transition graduates of the 
CTE programs into stable, 
lucrative, and fulfilling ca-

reers on the Island.” 
Liam Weiland, a 2017 

graduate, was one of the six 
college recipients last year, 
and attends Berklee College 
of Music. He said, “It was 
during my interviews for 
MVYouth that they actually 
persuaded me to audition 
[for Berklee]. Without receiv-
ing the scholarship, I would 
have never attended Berklee, 
as I never could have af-
forded it.” 

Samantha Hargy, who 
graduated two years ago and 
now attends George Wash-
ington University (GW), 
was also a recipient. “Before 
MVYouth, I wasn’t even 
considering GW as an op-
tion because it is incredibly 
expensive. Loans were defi-
nitely an option, but I didn’t 

want to do that to my mom 
or myself,” she said. “I think 
parents really appreciate 
MVYouth because it takes 
away some of the financial 
worries while trying to put 
multiple kids through col-
lege. Having no debt coming 
out of college is a huge relief 
for her and me.”

Both Liam and Sam, whose 
passions lie in guitar and in-
ternational affairs respective-
ly, have benefited immensely 
from being able to attend 
colleges that stand as the top 
schools in the country for 
their interests. This year, Ms. 
Hargy is an intern in the U.S. 
House of Representatives 
with New York Congress-
woman Carolyn Mahoney. 

Mr. Weiland feels right at 
home with the community at 
Berklee. “I’m definitely learn-
ing more from the people I’m 
meeting and jamming with 

than I am in my classes, even 
though the classes are still 
great,” he said.

Lee Faraca graduated in 
2015, and now attends Cali-
fornia Polytechnic State Uni-
versity (Cal Poly). He said, 
“Cal Poly’s motto is ‘Learn 
by doing,’ so I take a lot of 
laboratory classes in addition 
to lecture classes. I feel like 
the hands-on learning of Cal 
Poly leaves you with a much 
greater understanding of 
the material. For most engi-
neering colleges, laboratory 
experiences happen during 
graduate school, so it’s spe-
cial that I’m able to work in 
labs here.”

For Mr. Faraca, receiving 
the MVYouth scholarship 
was the extra push to con-
sider a more expensive school 
harboring a great program 
for his major. “Receiving the 
scholarship made me feel a 

lot less guilty about putting 
financial stress on my moth-
er and a lot more confident 
that this was the right choice 
of college,” he said. “I feel like 
I don’t have to look over my 
shoulder and calculate bank 
balances constantly. Working 
part-time would have made it 
nearly impossible to graduate 
from my civil engineering 
program in four years. MVY-
outh gives me the flexibility 
to focus on my courses and 
collegiate experience and less 
on dollar signs.”

Senior Lizzie Williamson 
said, “The Island is a special 
place in how members of the 
community are so willing to 
give to students such incred-
ible financial support. I ap-
preciate everything the com-
munity has done to support 
me, and hope that one day 
I will be able to contribute 
back in some way.”  HSV

BY MACKENZIE CONDON

In the Martha’s Vineyard 
Regional High Schools’ 
(MVRHS) leadership class, 

students explore and debate 
what makes a leader. They 
have learned that the ideal and 
uncommon leader does not 
force his or her own visions 
onto a group of people, but 
rather leads a group to achiev-
ing a shared vision. The ques-
tion of whether or not there 
are any good leaders around 
today was recently discussed.

A possible answer might be 
found in the students them-
selves. Junior Colin Henke 
raised $400 for breast cancer 
research from a Capture the 
Flag tournament of both stu-
dents and faculty that he orga-
nized for one of his leadership 
class projects. What may be 
more impressive than the 
amount of money he raised 
is the fact that  he attracted 
over 100 eager members of 
the MVRHS community to 
come together to support the 
tournament.  

Such a big production 
started with one idea: to 

raise money for breast cancer 
research. After looking into 
the idea of 5K races for breast 
cancer, Colin decided he 
wanted to do something more 
fun. “I wanted people to have 
fun fundraising rather than 
having them feel obligated to 
do it for the good cause,” he 
said. “I’m the kind of person 
who looks outside of the box 
for solutions to things, and 
the idea of a Capture the Flag 
tournament was well-received 
early on in conversations with 
some peers.”

The success of the tourna-
ment was no easy feat. Colin 
said, “There were a few times 
that I was worried about 
whether or not it would ac-
tually happen.” At one point, 
the tournament was officially 
scheduled, and advertised 
throughout the school, for 
a date in mid-October. Be-
cause it was the height of fall 
sports, there were numer-
ous scheduling conflicts for 
the field itself, and for the 
student athletes who wanted 
to participate. This forced 
Colin to push the date back 
to mid-November. While 

there was initial worry about 
the temperature at that time 
of year, the turnout did not 
disappoint. 

Even though Colin made 
the orchestration of the tour-
nament look simple, such 

student-driven moments of 
genuine school spirit and 
community have unfortu-
nately been unfamiliar. Colin 
said, “I got a lot of positive 
feedback from students and 

staff saying that it was a real 
success, and brought the 
school together in a way that 
they hadn’t seen yet this year.” 

Junior Allyse Guyther said, 
“I think the school community 
could use more events like 
these. Teachers were putting 
posters of why their own team 
would win on their doors, 
which was really funny. Some 

teams coordinated their outfits 
by color. One team matched 
with bandanas. It was just a 
really fun atmosphere that I 
hadn’t felt at MVRHS before 
outside of sporting events.”

Colin said, “I think that 
this event is a great place to 
start in terms of creating a 
healthier school community, 
and it gives other students 
a platform to start similar 
school projects.”

Colin’s long-term hope is 
that his project paves the way 
for other students to facilitate 
events that not only bring 

together the 
school com-
munity, but 
also incorpo-
rate the wider 
Island com-
munity. He 
said, “I think it 
would be really 
cool to start 
creating school 
events that in-
vite the Island 
community 
to participate, 
resulting in a 
more unified 
group.”

All students 
in the leader-
ship class are 

required to do one project 
involving the school and one 
project involving the Island 
community. Other leader-
ship student projects are also 
starting to have noticeable 

impacts. Seniors Lila Norris 
and Rose Capobianco have 
started an MVRHS chapter of 
Amnesty International, a na-
tionwide human rights orga-
nization. Posters that encour-
age inclusivity of all kinds 
now line the halls of MVRHS 
as part of her project.

So maybe the answer to the 
previously debated question 
of whether or not good leaders 
are still around today could 
be a firm yes. Colin embodied 
leadership with the purpose of 
a greater and unselfish good. 
In fact, while the competitors 
had the opportunity to make 
runs with the flag or to free 
jailed teammates in front of 
cheering supporters on the 
stands, Colin went almost 
unnoticed. He was working 
behind the scenes, whether it 
was making runs to the em-
cees in the announcer’s box, 
figuring out who would play 
whom after the results of each 
match came in, or standing 
on the sidelines answering 
questions. While the winners 
of the tournament received T 
shirts, the more valued vic-
tory is the precedent he set 
of successful leadership not 
being out of reach for students 
who are open to buying into 
the process.  HSV
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From left, 
Sam Cranston, 
Gus Hoy, and 
Blake Leasure 
play Capture 

the Flag.
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